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Larry Katzen forged an ambitious career as a leader at 
RQH�RI�WKH�ZRUOG·V�PRVW�SUHVWLJLRXV�DFFRXQWLQJ�ÀUPV��
But he has been equally ambitious with his family life; 
he’s the father of quadruplets—three sons and a daugh-
ter. And he felt it was important to serve his community, 
sitting on more than 10 boards of directors. 

“It was an incredible challenge and I don’t regret one 
minute of it!” says Katzen, author of “And You Thought 
Accountants Were Boring - My Life Inside Arthur Ander-
sen,” (Larryrkatzen.com), a look at working in one of the 
ZRUOG·V�PRVW�KLVWRULFDOO\�LPSRUWDQW�DFFRXQWLQJ�ÀUPV�ZKLOH�
nurturing bonds with his wife and children.

“The quadruplets were born April 22, 1974, before mul-
tiple births became fairly common, so we were front-page 
news and featured on all the national TV news shows,” 
Katzen says. “But that also tells you there weren’t many 
other parents who could give us advice, and certainly no 
internet forums to turn to!”

At the time, Katzen was also working his way up the lad-
der and taking on new challenges at Arthur Andersen, one 
RI�WKH�´%LJ��µ�DFFRXQWLQJ�ÀUPV��+RZ�GLG�KH�DQG�KLV�ZLIH��
Susan, manage?

“It comes down to sticking to some basic principles: do-
ing the right thing, for one, and listening to your heart,” 
Katzen says.

+H�GUDZV�RQ�KLV����\HDU�FDUHHU�DQG�IDPLO\�OLIH�WR�RIIHU�
these tips for working parents with multiple children:

��Cultivate support systems! One of the wonderful 
things about Arthur Andersen was the people who worked 
there, including his bosses, Katzen says. “They knew the 
SK\VLFDO�DQG�ÀQDQFLDO�VWUXJJOHV�6XVDQ�DQG�,�IDFHG�FDULQJ�
for four babies and, because I never gave less than my all 
at work, they did what they could to work around my situ-
ation,” he says. That included a heftier-than-usual annual 
pay raise that Katzen learned only years later was ap-
SURYHG�EHFDXVH�WKH�ÀUP·V�SDUWQHUV�NQHZ�KH�ZRXOG�QHHG�
the extra money.

Susan reached out to moms of multiples to develop her 
own support system, and the couple hired a recent high 
school graduate to help care for their rambunctious brood 
a couple days a week.

“There’s no glory in not asking for support and help,” 
Katzen says.

��Combine business and family. Katzen traveled fre-
quently for his job and, when his children were 9 years 
old, a business friend suggested he bring them along, one 
at a time, on his trips.

´7KH�ÀUVW�ZDV�P\�GDXJKWHU��/DXULH��:H�ÁHZ�WR�1HZ�<RUN�
on a Friday and spent the weekend shopping, dining, 
WDNLQJ�LQ�D�VKRZ��)RU�WKH�ÀUVW�WLPH�HYHU��ZH�ZHUH�DORQH�
WRJHWKHU�ZLWKRXW�DQ\�GLVUXSWLRQV�µ�.DW]HQ�VD\V��´1HLWKHU�
of us ever forgot that weekend.”

��Consider buying a small vacation home. Traveling 
ZLWK�IRXU�\RXQJ�FKLOGUHQ�ZDV�H[WUHPHO\�GLIÀFXOW��HVSHFLDO-
ly nights in motels, where the family would split up into 
two rooms – one parent and two children in each.

“When we discovered Sun Valley, Idaho, the children were 
���2Q�RXU�ÀUVW�WULS�WKHUH��WKH\�TXLFNO\�OHDUQHG�WR�VNL��DQG�
they clearly loved the snow – we could hardly get them to 
come inside,” Katzen says. 

The family so enjoyed the vacation, they looked into the 
prices of condos.

“We found a furnished condo at a very affordable price 
DQG�IRU�WKH�QH[W����\HDUV��ZH�HQMR\HG�VXPPHUV�DQG�ZLQ-
ters in Sun Valley,” Katzen says. “It may sound like a big 
investment, but when you consider the costs of motels 
and dining out for a family of six, it works out well – and 
it’s a lot more comfortable.” 

$IWHU�JUDGXDWLQJ�IURP�'UDNH�8QLYHUVLW\�LQ�������/DUU\�.DW]HQ�
VWDUWHG�ZRUNLQJ�DW�$UWKXU�$QGHUVHQ�DQG�TXLFNO\�URVH�WKURXJK�
WKH� UDQNV� WR� EHFRPH� WKH� *UHDW� 3ODLQV� 5HJLRQDO� 0DQDJLQJ�
3DUWQHU��$Q� KRQRUDEOH�� KDUG�ZRUNLQJ� PDQ� ZKR� GHYRWHG� KLV�
OLIH�WR�$UWKXU�$QGHUVHQ��/DUU\�ZDV�WKHUH�IURP�WKH�FRPSDQ\·V�
PHWHRULF�ULVH�WR� LWV�XQMXVW�GHPLVH��+H�VWD\HG�ZLWK�WKH�ÀUP�
IRU� ��� \HDUV�� VHUYLQJ� FOLHQWV� JOREDOO\� XQWLO� ������ ,Q� KLV� QHZ�
PHPRLU��$QG�<RX�7KRXJKW�$FFRXQWDQWV�:HUH�%RULQJ���0\�/LIH�
,QVLGH�$UWKXU�$QGHUVHQ��.DW]HQ�GHWDLOV�WKH�SROLWLFDO�IRGGHU�LQ�
WKH� JRYHUQPHQW·V� SURVHFXWLRQ� RI� (QURQ�� KRZ� WKH� FRPSDQ\�
ZDV�XQMXVWO\�GLVPDQWOHG�IRU�LWV�VXSSRVHG�FRQQHFWLRQV�WR�WKH�

FRUUXSWLRQ�� LWV�YLQGLFDWLRQ�DQG�ZK\�LW�FDPH�WRR�ODWH��DQG�WKH�GHYDVWDWLQJ� LPSDFW� LW�KDG�RQ��������
employees.
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